Subject: Opposition to Proposed Amendment to §186.26 – Education Standards for Non-Certified Technicians (NCTs)

Dear Members of the Texas Medical Board and Scott Freshour, JD:

I am writing to express my opposition to the proposed amendment to §186.26 regarding education standards for Non-Certified Technicians (NCTs).

As a [your title/role, e.g., Registered Radiologic Technologist / Educator / Administrator / Student], I have significant concerns about the impact this proposed change may have on patient safety, radiation protection, and the quality of medical imaging.

The proposed amendment allows for completion of training in only one anatomical area, rather than a comprehensive curriculum. Under this structure, an individual could qualify to perform radiologic procedures with substantially reduced training.

My primary concern is the lack of a clear enforcement mechanism to ensure that NCTs only perform procedures within the specific anatomical area in which they were trained. Without such safeguards, there is a risk that individuals may perform imaging outside their scope of training, without sufficient knowledge of proper positioning, anatomy, or technique.

This creates several potential risks:
· Inadequate examinations, leading to repeat imaging 
· Increased radiation exposure to patients 
· Higher healthcare costs 
· Delays in diagnosis and treatment 
· Potential for misdiagnosis due to poor image quality

Additionally, imaging technology continues to advance in complexity. Proper use of modern radiographic equipment requires a foundational understanding of technique, positioning, and image evaluation. Without sufficient education, there is an increased risk of artifacts or computer-generated inaccuracies being misinterpreted as pathology.

Current educational expectations ensure that NCTs receive a broader foundation across anatomical areas. Reducing these requirements without clear scope limitations or enforcement mechanisms may compromise patient safety and the quality of care delivered.

For these reasons, I respectfully urge the Texas Medical Board to:
· Maintain current educational requirements (120 hours of classroom education) for NCTs, and
· Ensure that any future changes include clear scope of practice limitations and enforceable safeguards

Thank you for your time and consideration of this important issue.

Sincerely,

[Your Name, Credentials]
[Your Title/Position]
[Your Organization, if applicable]
[Your Contact Information]
