
El Paso Mammography & 

Radiology Seminar 

October 3rd 2019 

TSRT Summer Board 

Meeting July 13th   

TSRT Welcomes the New 

ODM Chair; Call for  

Committee Members 

ASRT House of Delegate 

Meeting– June 20-23, 2019 

Orlando, Florida 

Our Vice President Jose Rodriguez 

and our West Area Counselor 

Gerardo Ortiz have announced 

that the 2nd Annual Mammogra-

phy & Radiology Seminar will be 

at the Southwestern University in  

El Paso October 3, 2019.  They  

had a tremendous attendance 

 last year and we look for another 

successful event this year! 

The TSRT Summer Board Meeting 

will be July 13th.  All members 

are invited to attend.  The 

meeting will be a conference call.  

The number to call into the 

meeting is:  712-775-7270, and 

the Access # is 885858. 

The TSRT Board is happy to  

introduce our new ODM chair 

Carrie Stiles, MBA, CRA, 

FAHRA, RT(R)(CT)! 

If you are interested in serving 

on a committee please contact 

us at trstinc@outlook.com or call 

214-883-4806.

TSRT will be participating in the House 

of Delegate’s Meeting in Orlando 

Florida at the Rosen Centre Hotel.  

Brandon Smith– Board Chair and Kyle 

Green– President will be the 

Delegates from Texas.  Hazel Bourne–  

Recent past Board Chair, and Marilu 

Kameliski– TSRT EOM  will be the 

 Alternate Delegates.  Every year we 

send representatives from our state.  

We participate in the pin exchange  

nationally, and our officers create 2 

pins that we share with all the other 

affiliates in the country. Look for  

Highlights in the Fall Edition. 
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Continuing Education 
Requirements 

The Texas State Continuing 

Educational Requirements per 

Texas Medical Board-  

 12 Direct and 12 Indirect 

(directly related to ionizing 

radiation).  The instructor led 

in classroom requirement of 3 

credits is no longer needed as 

of September 16, 2018.   

 The mission of the TSRT shall be 

to advance the Radiologic  

sciences, to assist in establishing 

and maintaining high standards of 

education and training, to elevate 

the quality of patient care, and to 

improve the welfare and  

socioeconomic of Radiologic  

Science professionals. This  

mission shall not be restricted by 

any consideration of nationality, 

race, color, sex, or creed. 

As we wrap up the spring quarter, there is 
much to discuss and be positive about. First 
and foremost, I want to thank everyone that 
was involved with our 87th annual meeting in 
Austin this last April. It was a very  
successful meeting that accommodated 24 
vendors and donors, 400 techs and students, 
and a ton of food and CEU opportunities over 
the 3 days. A special thank you to Austin 
Community College for allowing us to hold 
the meeting at their facility. Without them, 
the meeting doesn't happen at the Capital, so 
we appreciate everything they did for the 
TSRT and its members. We are very happy 
with the way it turned out, and can't wait for 
the 88th annual meeting that we are  
tentatively planning to hold in San Antonio!   
   The legislative circuit has been very busy 
over the course of the spring  quarter, as well, 
and the board voted to hire a lobbyist, Adam 
Burklund, in January. This was done for a 
couple of reasons, but mainly to keep us in-
formed when we couldn’t have a member 
 present, and to reiterate our concerns on 
legislation that directly affects the field 
radiologic technology. Adam has done a   
phenomenal job of keeping us up to speed on 
what the Texas Medical Board has been up 
to and what is going on with the Sunset 
Advisory Board.  

Advisory Board. This has allowed us to keep an 
open dialogue with Adam and kept us relevant in 
congressional occurrences that directly affect our 
field. 
On July 13, 2019 we will be holding our summer 
board meeting. My main objective for this  
meeting will be to discuss a plan to incorporate 
student scholarships. This has been something 
that we have discussed for awhile now, but we 
haven't had a lot of success with implementation. 
I look forward to working with the board and 
nailing this one down before the beginning of the 
new school year. Thank you all again for  
everything that you do for your society and your 
profession. I look forward to continuing my  
service with you all, and I ask that you never  
hesitate to ask if you need anything from us.  
Stay Rad ladies and gentlemen! 

  Tex-Rays

TSRT Newly Inducted Officers in Austin at the April Annual Meeting.   From Left to Right,  
Brandon Smith-Board Chair, Jeanifeer Lara-President Elect, Jennifer Otrezov-Secretary Treasurer, 
Kyle Green– President, Jose Rodriguez– Vice President.  Congratulations to our new officers!   

Presidential Address 
TMB CEU Update     

New Past President’s Pin 
Events & News 

Lobbyist Overview 
Annual Meeting Overview 

Two New Gala Awards 
Have you met Jose our VP? 

Lois Past Pres travels to the Keys 
Stroke Ambulance CT Scanner 

Our most recent Past President and now Board Chair, Brandon Smith has 
redesigned the Past President Pin.  All the past presidents received one at the Award’s Gala on April 5, 
2019.  Thank you Brandon for redesigning the pin. 

NTRTS Summer Blowout 

Seminar August 17, 2019 

The North Texas Radiologic  
Technologist Society will hold a 
CE Seminar for 7 CEs at Scottish 
Rite Hospital 2222 Welborn St. 
Dallas, Texas  75219  For more 
info visit www.ntrts.com 

ARPE Educational 

Symposium for Physician 

Extenders October 3-5th 

Gaylord Texan Resort   

For more info. Visit:  

www.rpeacademy.org 



TSRT Annual Meeting Highlights 

The 86th Legislative Session is wrapping up in Austin and TSRT has been tracking the major issues and engaging as 
necessary on those specific issues affecting our profession. Looking broadly at the session, the Republican-lead Senate 
and House, along with the Governor, have worked together to try and accomplish a few major reforms, including  
property tax reform, increasing teacher pay and school finance reform. As of this week (May 15th) all of those initiatives, 
along with the proposed state budget, have moved through both chambers of the legislature and are currently in the 
“conference committee” process where each chamber sends delegates to work out final differences on bills. We are 
hopeful that compromise can be reached on the major initiatives, particularly the state budget, so lawmakers can return 
home after the session and not return for a special session over the summer. 
 A major piece of legislation that directly impacts our profession is the Medical Board Sunset bill since that agency is 
responsible for Medical Radiologic Technologist licensing and associated regulation of MRTs. As required by law,  
every 12 years each state agency must be reviewed for efficiency and proper operation by the Texas Sunset  
Commission, who then make recommendations to legislature on how agency operations may be improved and whether 
that state agency should continue to exist. In 2017, the Legislature sought to continue the Texas Medical Board,  
including some required amendments to its operations. However, that legislation died and was brought back again this 
legislative session and the bill is in the final steps of the legislative process. We hope to see it finally passed soon. 
 Additionally, we have been involved in some significant efforts to support legislation that would officially recognize 
Radiologist Assistants (RAs) in Texas. The push to recognize RAs in Texas dates back to 2013 and every session there 
have been insurmountable hurdles to achieving that goal. Working with the American Registry of Radiologic  
Technologists, the American Society of Radiologic Technologists, the Society of Radiology Physician Extenders, the 
Texas Radiological Society and others, a provision has been included in the Medical Board Sunset bill that will finally 
provide RAs recognition here in Texas so long as the larger bill makes its way to final passage. 
 Earlier in the session there were a number of bills filed that would expand the scope of practice for various physician 
extenders, including Registered Nurses and Physician Assistants, to allow them broader authority to perform imagining. 
Many of these bills have been filed in prior sessions as well and we have opposed them as necessary to protect both our 
profession and the health and safety of patients. Similar issues are being considered at the state agency level and we are 
engaged with the Medical Board to ensure that MRTs voices are heard throughout the process. 
 With the Legislature completing its work on Tuesday, May 28th, we will soon have a clear picture of which bills passed, 
which died and where we need to engage on issues moving forward. The 87th Legislative Session will begin in January 
of 2021 and we will be prepared to continue fighting for MRTs across Texas! 

Adam Burklund 
Burklund Consulting 
1122 Colorado Street, Suite 106 
Austin, TX 78701Mission  

The 87th Annual Meeting and Clinical Symposium was entitled “Texas Together, Collaborating 2019” and was held in 
Austin Texas at the Austin Community College Eastview Campus April 4-6, 2019.  It was a tremendous success!  Over 
400 attendees with 24 vendors and sponsors.  We look forward for our members to join us for another successful meeting 
in 2020! 



Have you met our Vice President Jose Rodriguez?  
Spotlighted Officer of the Quarter 

Recognizing Our RAD Professionals!   By Brandon Smith 

The Texas Society of Radiologic Technologists Inc. (TSRT) 87th Annual Meeting was another memorable event cele-
brated with professionals, friends, and collaborators. Two (2) new awards were introduced and given for the first time as 
well as the plans for redesigning other program such as the Wade L. Hoots Award and Life Member Program. The 
TSRT Board of Directors (BOD) noticed an opportunity to acknowledge our leaders/administrators/management sector 
through the Dr. James Johnston Administrator’s Award. With the same enthusiasm, the BOD also implemented the Mar-
garet Bishop Volunteer Service Award exemplifying the exceptional volunteerism.  

The Dr. James Johnston Administrator’s Award is designed to recognize the leaders of our profession who con-
tinue to forge pathways of progression in medical imaging and radiologic sciences. Dr. James Johnston represents a pio-
neer to greater heights. Recently, Dr. Johnston was recently named Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs at 
Midwestern State University. His extensive career achievements, demonstration of service on every level of the profes-
sion, and investment in the profession reflect the prestige of the Administrator’s Award. Qualifications include: current-
ly employed as an administrator/executive/manager (not limited to medical imaging or radiologic science strictly, but 
the nominee must be credentialed in a related medical imaging or radiologic science by a recognized agency), demon-
strate his/her contributions to the profession, nominated by a TSRT member, and receive at least one (1) recommenda-
tion endorsing the candidate in detail. 

The Margaret Bishop Volunteer Service Award is designed to recognize the power of volunteerism driving our 
profession to improvement, effectiveness, and quality. Mrs. Margaret Bishop continues to epitomize the spirit of service 
leadership regardless of her role. Mrs. Bishop has been a TSRT member for more than thirty (30) years engaged in nu-
merous roles; currently serving as the Senior Area Counselor of the Capital Region (formerly known as the Central Re-
gion). The service Mrs. Bishop has invested in our society, profession, and communities are highly visible through Aus-
tin Community College, the Austin-San Antonio Area, and the TSRT. This award is named and founded on the timeless 
contributions embodied through Mrs. Margaret Bishop. Qualifications include: at least three (3) consecutive years of 
documented service (candidate is not limited to TSRT committee involvement to qualify), attestation letter from organi-
zation or entity the service was provided to/through, currently in a medical imaging / radiologic science role, direct/
indirect patient care (must be credentialed in a related medical imaging or radiologic science by a recognized agency), 
nominated by a TSRT member, and other notable contributions to the profession. In addition to the exciting additions, 
the BOD and Awards Committee will be engaged in projects expected to be implemented 2020; Wade L. Hoots Radiant 
Award and the Life Member Program.  

The Wade L. Hoots Radiant Award will be presented to a recipient for lifetime achievements in the profession 
for our state. This program will be modeled like a Fellowship status. Recipients will be known intimately as “Rays.” 
This award will allow our Society to establish exceptional achievement goals while honoring the legacy of Mr. Wade L. 
Hoots. The elevation to a “Ray” will be celebrated at a formal event, dedicated presentations/lectures to the “Rays”, and 
an address from the newly elevated “Rays.” The Wade L. Hoots Radiant Award will not be awarded annually and will 
only be awarded to an established number of recipients.  

The Life Member Program is currently being reviewed. A committee will be formed to ensure the changes made 
reflect the quality of such an honor. Any member currently holding the status will maintain that status; however, the 
BOD and committee will define the privileges and rights of such a membership in greater detail. There has been some 
ambiguity and informal standards we are dedicated to clarify. The goal is to improve the program to better preserve the 
stature of the status and exceptional lifetime service of deserving members.  

The TSRT and BOD look for to better serving the members and professions in Texas. Thank you for giving us 
the foundation to create and improve such awards to honor the RADdest members around! 

Jose Rodriguez is our TSRT Vice President.  He is originally from California, but has made Texas his home for the last 17 
years after 6 years serving in the US Army.   
Jose holds a Bachelor of Science in Radiologic Science from Midwestern State University and is certified by the ARRT in 
Radiography, Computed Tomography, and Quality Management.  He is also a Certified Radiology Administrator certified 
by the RACC.   
Jose serves as a member of the Board of Directors for Southwest University’s and Pima Medical Institute’s Imaging pro-
grams in El Paso and is a proud graduate of Leadership El Paso. He has volunteered with the ASRT as an Advocacy Com-
mittee representative and as our West Texas Area Counselor.    
“It is our duty to stand up for our future in every way that we can”, says Jose.  His passion for Radiography is apparent as 
he spends his time advocating for the advancement of the profession and preventing encroachment from allied health pro-
fessionals.   

Every year with the TSRT gets more and more exciting for me as I grow closer to each one of the technologists in this 
great state.  When I became a member of the TSRT I felt alone since there isn’t a strong sense of unity with El Paso and 
the rest of Texas.  This wonderful city always seems so distant from everyone and everything else.   
I realized this the most after an 11 hour drive to Houston in which I never left the state.  The drive put into perspective 
how vast Texas really is as the 2nd largest state in the U.S..  Even though Texas may not be the largest by land mass, we do 
have the largest population of Radiologic Technologists with 25,000+ spread across the state.  The first thing that comes to 
my mind when reflecting on this is how do we unify technologists in Texas?   
For the last few years I’ve made it my mission to connect the technologists in West Texas to the rest of the state through 
the TSRT.  I’m proud to have made a contribution to that mission, but now it’s time to unify all of us...all 25,330 regis-
tered radiologic technologists in the state.  There hasn’t been a better time to begin this mission since there are constant 
movements to allow other allied health professionals to perform our duties.   
These movements submitted would allow RNs, APRNs, and PAs to order, perform, and interpret radiologic studies.  Now 
is the time for all RTs to stand unified against these movements in order to protect the future of our profession.  To stand 
against these movements that would allow people to perform dangerous radiologic procedures without an appropriate level 
of education related to radiation protection, radiation biology, physics, exposure principles, image analysis, imaging equip-
ment, and so much more.   
We as registered radiologic technologists understand better than anyone how to create the highest quality studies with the 
absolute lowest amount of radiation dose in order to provide an appropriate diagnosis.  Now is the time to stand unified as 
25,330 technologists representing ONE profession in this great state of Texas from the smallest clinics to the largest hospi-
tals in order to protect our patients, our communities, our families, and our future.  I hope you will spread this message as 
we stand unified against this encroachment as ONE profession and ONE society…TSRT! 

Jose Rodriquez BSRS, RT(R)(CT)(QM),CRA 

This year’s Roentgen Rally Student Bee was done  
electronically, and the students were able to answer the 
questions on their smart phones.  The software  
application is called Kahoots.  Jeanifeer Lara– President 
Elect, was in charge of the student competitions this past 
year.  The TSRT Board and Jeanifeer advanced the  
student competition experience.  You could feel the  
energy and heightened engagement in the audience!  



Our own TSRT Secretary and 
Treasurer working on Houston’s 

First of a Kind Mobile Stroke Unit 
The Turtle Hospital is in Marathon, Florida in the Florida Keys.  Lois Lehman RT(R)(CT) TSRT past  
president and her husband John spent 3 days in Marathon, Florida - just 2 islands north of Key West.   
They took the 2-3 hour tour of their facility.  Full surgery room and radiology room.  As you can see with the 
turtle photos, some have lost fins due to shark/boat injuries.  A turtle must have 3 of 4 fins to be set free. 
The x-ray was hanging on a view box in the radiology room.  Lois believes we are seeing a fractured humerus. 
The Turtle Hospital’s Mission:  The Turtle Hospital (Hidden Harbor Marine Environmental Project, Inc.) is a 
501(c)(3) charitable corporation. We are a fully functioning veterinary hospital for sick and injured sea turtles. 
We rescue, rehab, and release sea turtles in the Florida Keys.  
The hospital is located on the grounds of the old Hidden Harbor Motel, the Turtle Hospital can rehabilitate 
multiple sea turtles of varying sizes and illnesses/trauma. The old motel rooms serve as living quarters for 
their rehab staff and storage. The hospital is located at:  2396 Overseas Highway Marathon, FL  33050. 
Their Goals are the following:  1) Rescue, rehab, and release sick and injured sea turtles. 2) Educate the public 
through outreach events and local schools. 3) Conduct and assist with research aiding to sea turtles. 4) Work 
toward legislation making the beaches and water safe and clean  
 

Introduced in 2014 under the direction of Dr. James Grotta, 
the Mobile Stroke Unit (MSU) is the first specialized am-
bulance for prehospital stroke treatment in the United 
States. The MSU provides all diagnostic tools and stroke 
expertise that result in therapeutic treatment at the site of 
the emergency. The ambulance is based out of UTHealth 
University of Texas Health Science Center of  Houston- 
Memorial Hermann Houston, Texas.   

Our own TSRT Secretary and Treasurer Jennifer Otrezov 
RT(R)(CT), works the portable CT Scanner on the Stroke 
Ambulance.  She tells of being part of the ambulance team 
making history responding to a potential stroke patient.  
Jennifer finds gratification when the CT detects the stroke, 
and the patient gets the much needed medication to reverse 
the long term effects of a stroke within minutes. 

This novel model for delivering acute stroke treatment is 
advancing stroke care in Houston and has the potential for 
broad impact across the nation. If patients can be evaluated, 
imaged and treated before they are transported via ambu-
lance to the emergency department, data suggests that pre-
hospital treatment can save a critical hour almost doubling 
the odds of a patient being discharged directly to home af-
ter their stroke.  It is expected that patients treated on the 
MSU will have fewer long term disabilities, providing them 
with a better quality of life, and potentially reducing overall 
healthcare costs. 
 

 This year’s Roentgen Rally Student Bee was 
done electronically, and the students were able to 
answer the questions on their smart phones.  The 
software application is called Kahoots.  The 
TSRT officers advanced the student competition 
experience, and you could feel the energy and 
engagement in the audience.  

Pictured with Jennifer Otrezov, TSRT Secretary & Treasurer 
is Charles Ross B.S.R.T. Konica Minolta Account Executive 
at the Annual Meeting in Austin, Texas 


